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Correction, Treatment, and Rehabilitation of Youth in
the Drug Cases in the Juvenile and Family Court, Samut
Sakhon Province: The Study of Section 132
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This study aims to examine the process of rehabilitation and reintegration
of juvenile drug offenders under Section 132 of the Juvenile and Family Court
Act B.E. 2553, focusing on practices at the Samut Sakhon Juvenile and Family
Court. The research adopts a qualitative methodology by analyzing academic
literature and conducting in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with
key stakeholders, including juvenile offenders, their families, psychologists, court
counselors, and a presiding judge.

Findings reveal that the rehabilitation process under Section 132 is
characterized by an integrated approach emphasizing the restoration of familial
relationships, fostering intrinsic motivation, regular drug screening,
psychological counseling, and individualized behavioral interventions. These
include risk behavior reduction and empowering families to provide appropriate
support. The key success factors identified are: (1) empathetic counseling, (2)
collaboration among courts, families, and community networks, (3) internal
motivation of juveniles, and (4) effective mobilization of community-based
resources.

Policy recommendations include establishing a dedicated fund or
foundation to support voluntary closed-system rehabilitation programs, and
disseminating the Samut Sakhon court’s best practices as a model to enhance
juvenile justice efforts nationwide.

Keywords: Rehabilitation process, Juvenile drug offenders, Section 132, Juvenile
and Family Court
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